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| seminated by a tongue set on fire of hell. 


originates from a depraved heart, and is dis- 
It 


is as bad, if not worse than murder, becayse 


| it originates ina heart filled with hatred; and 
| the wise man informs us, that * He that 


; his brother is a murderer.”’ 


«Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy | 


naizbbour :” Exodus xx. 16. 

There is not @ more important command in 
the deealogue, than that now read. 
to be feared, there is no one more frequently 
violated. It is among the most pleasurable du- 
ties which fall to the lot of ministers of the 
gospel, to speak of the “ great salvation :” and 
among the most painful, is a compliance with 
the command, which makes it a ‘duty, to re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering 
and patience, to.a strict conformity to the laws 


of God and man. This duty, however, in itself | 


borne ; | prone to speak evil of their‘seighbour, as 


considered, is not a burden ‘hard to be 
but, those circumstances which render neces- 
sary such reproof and exhortations, are often 
attended with bitter reflections. 

The subject presented in the words now 
read, is far removed from any doctrival con- 
siderations. It demands the devout and prayer- 
ful attention of every person, let his tenets be 
what they may. Nor will I believe that what 
may be offered on the present occasion will be 
the less acceptable to my charitable and en- 
lightened hearers, becanse it comes from one, 
who believes, without doubting, that a propi- 
tious God will grant an answer of peace, to 
the prayers of our opposers.* ‘ Let not our 
good be evil spoken of”—let us repose in our 
belief, until some mighty hand convinces us, 
that it is sin to love God because he first loved 
us ; and iniquity to love our enemies, because 
God loves his enemies. Laying aside, then, 
the weapons of doctrinal controversy, we will 
unite like Chrisrians, like brethren, in a con- 
templation of our text. ‘Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbour.”’ To bear 
false witness against our neighbour, is to speak 
unwarrantably of his motives or conductor 
to speak falsely of his person or character. 

Let us consider for a moment the heinous- 
ness of an offence of this nature. 

in point of wickedness it surpasses any crime 
recognized by the laws of God or man. It is 
in fact, a species of complex iniquity, which 
embraces all the variety of guilt. This sin 


*AN Chiisti ians pray for the salvution of the wh hole 
Worlde.do they pray ip faith 


And it i | injuring one’s self, it destroys his neighbour. 


It is worse 
because it takes from another, that 
It is 


robbery, 
‘vhich can do no other person any good. 


| worse than drunkenness, because instead of 


| It is worse than theft, because it takes from 





another his rightful "and valueble property 
without provocation, or the hope of gain. 

A disposition, to bear false + some against a 
neighbour, may be gonsi Sa. disease, 
more frightful than mado mor? ‘poison- 
ous than the “ pestilence that walketh i in dark- 
eel 

tis a lamentable fact, ak mankind 


sparks are to fly upward. But we are led to 
conclude, that a propensity so wicked, Wes ne- 
ver implanted in the breast of man by his 
Creator. It seems rather to be ild of edu- 
cation then otherwise. The*p who 
sees God in clouds, or hears hin 

stands a monument of AiRimp: e, and 
by his example, puts ame the one, who, 
with Christianity o ngue, carries a devil 
in his heart. The child of the forest, when 
uncontaminated by the ‘sacrilegious touch of 
mock-civilization, stands aloof from the crime 
under consideration. His proud soul never 
bends to envy his neighbour—his lofty spirit, 
towers above detraction, and his mind untu- 


| tored in the school of fashionable crime, de- 





spises the refuge of lies, and scorns to hold 
communion with Christianity apestatized. 

Would to heaven, that some “ savage” might 
in this respect be imitated by those who boast 
their better privileges. Here, in a Christian 
land—with the precepts of Jesus in our hands 
—with the beams:of science shining around 
us—with the gospel sounding in our ears—with 
life end immortality before us, as’a crown of 
rejoicing—with the motto “a brave and gene- 
rous people” engraved on our breastplates and 
issuing doin every mouth, we wickedly pros- 
trate all sense of shame, end servilely follow 
after vanity and lies! The contrast should 
cause a crimson blush upon the faces of those 
who boast the name of “ Christian.” O Jesus, 
thou Son of. eternal Love, may thy spirit work 
with our spirits to effect a reformation. 


' 
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I leave it for those more skilled in theology 
than your speaker, to define the sin of bearing 
false witness against our neighbour, while, in 
orde: to an understanding of the moral of our 
subject, I shall endeavour to show 

2ndly—W ho are our neighbours. 

It is a fault, to which we are all liable, that 
we are too apt to confine our friendly feelings 
to the little group who compose our fire-side 


eitcle, or live contiguous to our dwellings.— | 


The paltry distinctions which are too frequent- 
ly raised by those who pretend to Christian 
philanthropy, serve only to divide and distract 


} 
| 
| 


| professed followers, to consider all men 


ant 


: as Our 
neighbours. Once, a certain Lawyer, in ordey 
to tempt our ever-blessed Mediator, asked the 
important question, what shall 1 do, to inherit 
eternal life? In reply it was said, Do what js 


| written in the law, how readest thou? The 


| 
| 


the world. That pre-eminence, to which vir- | 


tue is entitled, should ever be observed; but 
the subdivisions of society which affix to one 


the title of Lord, and to another the epithet of 


beggar—which recognizes one as a Rabbi, and 
another as a vassal, is only to give honour toa 
». fool, and shame to him to whom honour is due, 


| thieves. 


Could there be no other distinction observed | 
than that to which merit is entitled, it is pre- | 


sumed that thousands who now bask in the sun- 
shine of favour, and recline in the soft embrace 


shame with the rags of poverty. 


Lawyer answering, said, ‘“‘ Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heert, and with 9} 
thylfoul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyself.” 
But he, willing to justify himself for a want of 
philanthropy, (which I'am sorry to say is by 
far too prevalent in our world,) said unto Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbour ?”—No doubt he 
thought as many do in our day, that he had 
but few. Jesus, however, taught him to esteem 
not only his acquaintance as neighbours, but 
also to consider strangers as such. He put 
forth the parable of the man who fell among 
Would to God we could imitate the 
good Samariten! A proud and self-righteous 
Priest—an unfeeling and bigoted Levite, hap- 
pened by chance to come that way, and beheld 


| the mangled body of the unfortunate man; but 
of luxury, would be compelled to eat their | 
bread in the swéat of their face, and hide their | 


Ask the man | 


Whose ill-gotten wealth excites the grin of ap- | 
use from the vulgar multitude, who is his | 


ighbour? He will point you'to the dwell- 
of opulence, and tell you, that they are 

the inhabitants of palaces. Ask the bigot a 
similar question, and while he casts a frown of 
/ gree fontempt at the publican by his 
side, he will graciously declare, ‘the righteous 
are my neighbours.” — This fault extends into 
all classes of society. The meanest beggar that 
patroles our streets, a kind of honest 


‘ 
i 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


with 
mockery, apes the aie of the great, and | 


confines his philanthropy to his ragged asso- 
ciates. 
tions to look into the hovel of licentiousness, 


Were those who are proud of distinc- | 


and there behold the servile imitation of their | 
own folly, they might, perhaps, improve the | ; 
| liability to misfortune. “* Which, now, of these 


lesson to advantage, and learn to look beyond 
their own habitations for a neighbour. The 
man, in whose soul is shed abroad the spirit 


of the blessed Jesus, looks beyond the narrow | 


bounds of his own habitation, and recognizes 
every man as his neighbour, who needs his 
assistance, or belongs to the great fraternity of 
God’s children. Pride, which is the source of 
ten thousand moral evils, is the 


cause of | 


limiting our good wishes and offices of kindness | 


toa narrow circle of personal friends. The 
soul of man, when enlarged by the genial 
warmth of the sun of righteousness, embraces 
in its affections, every class of mankind. The 
benevolent heart feels interested in the behalf 
of every child of God, and looks upon each, 
as his fellow-traveller to one common home in 
eternity. 

When we look at the examples and precepts 
“pf Christ, we learn that it is the duty of his 


| sant with the scriptures. 


like our haughty, cold-hearied fellow mortals, 
they passed by onthe other side! But the 
Samaritan, whom the former, from their souls, 
despised, when he saw him, ‘‘ had compassion 
on him, and went to him, and bound up his 
wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him 
on his own beast, and brought him to an Inn, 
and took out two pence, and gave them to the 
host, and said unto him, Take care of him, and 
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come 
again I will repay thee.” Here then, was 
something noble—this conduct is worthy of 
imitation. It was an effectual refutation of that 
partial and illiberal policy, pursued by the an- 
cient sticklers for religious supremacy ; and 
even a Lawyer, who ‘had the hardihood to 
tempt the blessed Jesus, was compelled to ad- 
mit the fact, which he from his very soul scorn- 
ed to believe, that those are neighbours who 
are bound together by the universal chord of 


three, thinkest thou, was neighbour unto bim 
that fell among theives?” ‘The lawyer said, 
“He that showed mercy on him.” Could this 
lesson be put in practice, we should hear less 
said about the vain distinctions, and narrow 
feelings of mankind—we should then all be 
neighbours-—we should al] be friends—we 


should all be brethren. 


That this is required of us, as Christians, 
will not be denied by any one, who is conver- 
Indeed the depend- 
ence upon one another, to which we are all 
subjected by a wise Providence, should, inde- 
pendent of all other considerations, induce us 
all, in whatever sphere we may move, to cher- 
ish those good. feelings which lead us to recog- 
nize inevery mana neighbour and brother. ° 

This, then, will extend the application of 
the text to all men. And, let me ask, whe will 
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desire to limit it to the few? Will it not be 
God-like to cal! all mankind our neighbours ? 
{sit not agreeable to the whole tenor of the 
gospel? Yea, will it not exalt us above con- 
ception ?—will not such feelings constitute us 
indeed Christians ?—Yes. That man should | 
be pitied, whoever he may be, whatever name | 
or title he may wears who could say, that the | 
ideas just advanced, are not justified by the 
scriptures, and consequently worthy to be 
adopted. Our text may now be read as ex- 
plained, thus: “Thou shalt not bear false wit- 
ness against any son or daughter of Adam.” | 
Bearing in mind this view of our subject, | 
we will proceed to notice the sin of breaking | 
this command in the various ways which fall | 
under the notice of us all, and the different in- | 
ducements which lead mankind to commit this | 
sin, in those various ways. After having ex- 
amined the disease, I shall attempt to prescribe 
a remedy for it, which will close my remarks. 
I begin, by noticing the sin of bearing false 
witness against another for God’s sake. Many 
have supposed, and very honestly too, that any 
measures, pursued with a desire to promote 
the cause of Truth, will be justified on account 
of the end inview. The maxim, which, has 
been adopted, is, “that the end justifies the 
means.” But I humbly conceive that such 


ideas are highly wicked, and should be cen- 
sured by every one who wishes well to man- 


kind. Itisa deplorable fact, that there is a 
kind of religious lying encouraged by those 
who profess the peaceable doctrines of Christ. 
I know of no better name for it, than lying for 
God’s sake. 1 am disposed by motives of cha- 
rity, to give it this appellation ; for undoubt- 
edly, there are many who bear false wituess 
against a neighbour, with a real desire et heart, 
to advance the interests of their own cause, 
which they suppose to be the Lord’s. Pre- 
possessed with the notion, that whatever is op- 


posed tothe doctrine they haye embraced, is | 


rank errour, they think it their duty to magni- 
fy every fault of an opposer, and leave no means 
untried, to put down what they suppose to be 
heresy. These ideas, which, to a certain ex- 
tent may be laudable, give rise to much unholy 
conversation. It may be proper for each in- 
dividual, to be tenacious of his own principles, 
to such an extent, as to prevent his being 
“blown about by every wind of doctrine ;” 
but, when we go so far as to take a seat in the 
chair of infalibility, we should be had in re- 
membrance for our folly. We are too apt to 
forget, that we are fallible beings; and espe- 
cially, when our opivions receive the sanction 
of the great, we too often oytstretch all bounds 
of reason, and become frantick with the idea 
of our own consequence. Such have proba- 
bly been the causes of that intolerant spirit, 
which has drenched the Christian world in 
blood, and enstamped upon the Christian name 


| der consideration. 





that disgrace, which future generations must 


wipe away by abstaining from this fashionable 
evil. 

But, had the intolerant notions of Christ- 
ians been laid aside with the pretended infali- 
bility of the pope, there wourd have been no 
necessity for remarks on the subject now un- 
But the only perceptible 
différcuce, between the pretensions of the 
pope, and the assumed character of the modern 
orthodox, consists, as has been acknowledged 
by one of the parties, in the one being infalli- 
ble, and the other, doing nothing wrong. The 
supposition, then, that our ideas are positively 
right, and that others are entirely in the wrong, 
produces the bad effect against which I am 
now speaking. 

It shows its evil head in various ways.— 
Those actions, which under differeat circum- 
stances, would be passed over and perhaps ap- . 
plauded, are, when seen in an opposer, con- 
demned, magnified, coloured to suit the jaundi+ 
ced eye, and imputed to motives which per 
haps never entered into the heart ofthe ae 
cused.—Nothing can be more wicked than 
this, when directed against the ptreon of a 
neighbour.—A man might better rob him 
his goods, than take from him his good namez 
Yea, as [have before said, it is worse #hg 
robbery. a 

But a peculiar way, in which mankind often 
bear false witness against their neighbour, 46” 
in circulating false stories or im pro ni 
slanderous reports against individuals, ip onder 
to injure the cause in which thegare engaged. 
It is truly astonishing how men, ahd even pro- 
fessing christians, will catch a flying report 
against a neighbour, and roll-it like a sweét” 
morsel under their tongues, till they spew it 
out, embalmed in the poisonous efZuyia of their 
own movths, to be swallowed again by some 
greedy babbler, who in his turn will swell it 
with his pestiferious breath. This imfamous 
practice, carries with it ten thousand curses ; 
the most bitter of which will surely fell upon 
the heads of the guilty. None, I venture to 
declare, will ever engage in this shameful traf- 
fick, but such as are engaged in a desperate’ 
cause. The one who is thus felsely accused, 
is as far superiour to his. accusers, as the hea~ 
ven of heavens is above the dark abodes of the 
father of lies. : 

It was not my design to enter into a defence 
of the doctrine which I profess; nor de I de* 
sire that any thing I may say, should be applied 
to the conduct of our opposers exclusively. — 
But I cannot forbear to remark, that the dog- 
trine we profess, the characters of its supporters, 
and the motives by which we are governed; 
are often “ born false witness against,” by the 
enemies of liberal sentiments, and the opposer 
of a doctrine too often misunderstood. Could 
the genius of Universalism, be allowed a visit 
to the earth, and could it be personally ideati- 
fied before an enlightened comt of jugticey 
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thousands would sink into the earth, and be 
execrated for the crime of breaking the com- 
mand of the text. The advocates of the doc- 
trine of impartial grace, are, in a measure, 
identified with their glorious doctrine; (and 
thank heaven, they are not ashamed to own 
their doctrine ;) therefore, those wise ones, 
who know nothing of our’ sentiments—those 
pious sticklers for everlasting burnings, who 
consider it criminal to know any thing more 


than‘what their minister tells them, are ever | 


ready to anathematize, not only the doctrine, 
but the persons of believers in God’s Salvation. 


This is emphatically bearing false witness | 


against a neighbour for God’s sake. And here, 
since I have entered upon this subject, let me 
ask, who ever heard the doctrine of universal 


salvation fairly and truly spoken of by a zeal- | 


ous opposer 6f it? I venture to say, that an 
instance was hardly ever known, in which our 
sentiments were fairly laid open to a congre- 
gation, by an opposing’clergyman. They uni- 
formly hide the beauties of our doctrine—they 
strip it of those facts, which, if understood, 
never fail to carry conviction to the mind of an 
honest inquirer, and substitute some wild crea- 

e of their own imaginations, which is well 


Se Sealeulated to frighten children or disgust a man 
fcommon sense. As an evidence of this fact | 
we need only listen to the declarations of those | 


who accidentally or otherwise, hear our doc- 





~-taidhnentpeeepnninceenaecnginaiaa 
present the doctrines of our opposers. Nor are 
we accused of doing this. ”T'is true that the 
cry has gone out into the earth, that we abuse 
the doctrines of those who are considered op. 
thedox; but wherein do we abuse them ?— 
Answer: Not by bearing false witness against 
them, but by holding up to view their sentj. 
ments in their true light... | am aware that we 
are censured for speaking disrespectfully of 


| the Calvinistick doctrine, and the complaint 


is often made, that we misrepresent such dog. 
mas. But we attribute these complaints to the 


| ignorance of those who make them; for who- 


ever knows the pure and unadulterated doe- 
trines of Calvin and Hopkins, must be sensi- 
ble of the fact, that when we speak against 


| them we speak of them as they are laid down 





in their writings. And eyen if we should abuse 
the doctrine of Calvin, I-conceive we should 
not be chargeable with bearing false witness 
against our neighbour; for in my travels in 
this section of God’s heritage, I have never 
found a solitary individual, who would sub- 
scribe to the “ Five Points” of his creed.— 
And further, I venture to predict, that could 
the doctrine of eternal election and reprobation, 
be taught in the U. States, publicly, openly, 
and plainly, in those churches which bear the 
name of Calvin, there would not be ten men, 
who would not execrate the name, and forsake 


| the doctrine. Be that as it may, until our ene- 


trine explained. After having heard the sound | 
| charge of misrepresenting either their doctrine 
| or their practice, let us be judged innocent of 


of unadulterated. gospel, they are frequently 
astonished. ‘“* Why, they preach different from 
what we expécted ! “ Why, this is notas | had 
been told.”—In a word, “The devil’s preach- 


"ers, are, in some respects, like other preach- | 


ers !?? 


Now, I beg to know, how mankind | 


come by their false ideas in regard to our doc- | 


tune? , They certainly never hear a Univer- 
salist hold out any encouragement to sin—they 
ever speak with reverence of the character of 
God-——they enjoin all the social duties—they 
teach humility and brotherly love, on the broad 
principle, that it is our duty to love God and 
man, “‘ because he first loved us.” How, then, 
do mankind come by their false impressions ? 
L answer: The enemies of our doctrine, bear 
false witness against their neighbours. 

That we may not be accused of avoiding in- 


vestigation as to the course pursued by our- | 


selves, as a body of professing. Christians, [| 
would most earnestly entreat our enemies, to 
examine, not only our.conduct, but the motives 


mies can bring forward one well founded 


thes rime of bearing false witness against them. 
I will notice one other cas¢, in which the com- 
mand in our text is transgressed, and proceed. 
The practice, among some classes of Christ- 
ians, of misrepresenting the confessions, or dy- 
ing words of some, in order to bring into dis- 
repute a class of people, or their doctrine, 
against which, no substantial proof can be pro- 
duced, is highly unbecoming and criminal in 
the sense of our text. 

What is it but bearing false witness against 
a neighbour, to make an attempt to impose up- 
on the credulous, some frightful story of a cri- 
minal’s disbelief, or a dying man’s want of 
faith in a doctrine which he never understood. 
The sin and folly of such attempts at imposi- 
tion, are too conspicuous to need an illustration. 

Again: Mankind are prone to bear felse 
witness against a neighbour, in order to_ pull 
down his interest, and build up that of some 


which goyern us, when we bear witness | favourite upon his ruin. 


against our neighbours. I would, in behalf of 
that respectable body of Christians to which I 
belong, and which I pray God I may never dis- 
honour, invite the closest scrutiny. It is known 
to that God whom we delight to honour, that 
we. plead no exemption from the freilties of 
wvur fellow-men, as it regards the subject be- 
fore.ts; but we say in the face of those who 
speak evil against us, that, we do not misre- 





justice, 


We are all too apt to give way to our prepos- 
sessions, and to lean to the side of our favour- 
ite friend, to the sacrifice of strict truth and 
Hence, when two of our neighbours 
are the subjects of conversation, especially 
when their intérests clash, we sometimes givé 
loose to our feelings or prejudices, and almost 
unwittingly bear false witness against the one 
in order to advance the interests of the other. 
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The reputation of a friend, gained in this way, 
would be dearly bought. May the friends of 
truth and moral honesty, touch not, taste not, 
handle not, a thing so wicked and foolish. 

Again: Weare sometimes led to bear false 
witness against our neighbour, in order to gra- 
tify a spirit of malice or revenge. In this case, 
the crime would be less excusable than in any 
other. A man may possibly speak evil of ano- 
ther out of a comparatively pure motive, when 
strongly operated upon by a zeal not according 
to knowledge in religious affairs ; or when his 
feelings are enlisted in behalf of his friend ; 
but in the case under consideration, in addi- 
tion to the crime in question, the guilt is aug- 
mented, by being attended with an exercise 
of the most unholy and unpardonable passions 
that ever misguided the heart of man, A de- 
sire to revenge or retaliate for a real or suppo- 
sed injury received, isone which brings man 
down from the elevated heights of reason, to 
a level with, or a grade below, the brute crea- 
tion. 

Again: We are inclined sometimes to bear 
false witness against our neighbour, in order 
to bring him on a level with ourselves, or that, 
by representing him or his character in an un- 
favourable light, we may either secure our- 
selves from observation, or rise in the estima- 
tion of others by a contrast of our excellencies, 
with his pretended faults. 

If there are degrees in sin, an offence like 
this should entitle the criminal to reproach and 
shame, as lasting as that heart which could 
sanction it. A man may rob, steal, cheat, and 
murder, and by ransacking the catalogue of 
excuses, may find one to cover his guilt; but 
in this ease he would be doubly—yea, trebly 
guilty; for first, he injures his neighbour—se- 
eondly, he injures himself, and thirdly, he 
disgraces the rest of mankind. There never 
was a ease like this, that escaped a just recom- 
pense of reward. Swift destruction treads close 
upon the heels of such an unhaliowed offence, 
and a day of retribution holds out the warning 
motto, “depart from such iniquity.” 

Lastly: False witness is sometimes borne 
against a neighbour, through a careless disre- 
gard of the consequences which would be like- 
. ly to follow. Indeed, in the present age of the 
world, the practice of this sin has become so 
fashionable, that many indulge in unfavoura- 
ble animadversions on the characters of others, 
to gratify the Eve-like curiosity of some med- 
ler with other men’s affairs. There is no doubt 
of the fact, that did mankind consider, that 
there is a propensity in thy hearts of many to 
feast on the follies of one another, there would 
be less of the windy traflick of bartering away 
aneighbour’s good name, for the worthless’ 
commodity of a sinner’s gratification. Indif- 
ference, in a case like this, is criminal. There 
18 no excuse for neglecting to promote the wel- 
fate even of an enemy. 
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I have thus briefly considered the turpitude 
of an offence against the command of God-es 
contained in the text. In whatever light we 
view the subject, it presents to the mind of 
the Christian, an occasion for deep mortifica- 
tion and regret; it is attended with cireum- 
stances peculiarly aggravating. The shameful 
practice of bearing false witness against one 
another is fashionable even in America—in 
this Christian country—in this great and pow- 
erful state, and probably iu this very enlight- 
ened and Christian section of the state of New 
York. 

Iam now, after having examined the dis- 
ease, to endeavour to preseribe’a remedy. This 
shall be done in few words. 

‘“‘ Do unto others, as you would have them 
do unto you in exchange of circumstances.” 
Were we toadopt this rule, we should hear 
no more false witness against neighbours, but 
peace on earth, and good will to men, would 
become universally prevalent. To prevent evil 
speaking against any peculiar doctrines. of 
Christianity, it would be well for each one to 
become well acquainted with them all.. To 
avoid that ignorance upon these matters, which 
is the occasion of much mischief, it would be 
well to examine every spirit, and bear each 
side of the important question. 
things, when a professed minister of the gospel 
exerts his talents to hide the distinguishing 
points of his doctrine, keep a watchful eye 
upon him; for while that course of conduct 
is indicative of his having some sense of shame,» 
it argues that he knows his creed is defective. 
And asa man is known by the company he 
keeps, will it not be well to avoid giving coun 
tenance to that conduct which you know to be 
reprehensible ? 

Unceasing watchfulness over ourselves, wilk 
be necessary to guard us against breaking the 
commands of God; and although I would not 
advise my hearers to be too assiduous in pluck- 
ing the mote from a neighbour’s eye, yet a 
charitable notice of the follies of others, may: 
serve to keep us from falling into a like con- 
demnation. Be wise, then, as serpents, and 
harmless as doves, and peace will attend you 
on your journey to the grave, where the angel 
of mercy will stand to rescue your better part 
from the grave ; and the God of all grace will 
accept your blood-washed souls, as the pur- 
chase of him, who died to redeem you from all 
iniquity. Let us then be comforted with the 
blessed assurance, that in heaven is our resi- 
dence prepared, where in the end the wicked 
shall cease from troubling, and where the wea- 
ry shall find eternal rest. AMEN. 











Lorenzo Dow.—This celebrated minister 
of the Gospel, we learn from a Western paper, 
is now travelling through the state of Tennes+ 
see. Itis announced that he wil! preach ip 
Nashville on the 30th inst. 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 








POR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE, 
REPLY TO “L. C.” 

Mr. Epitor :—I noticed in the last number 
of the Advocate, a communication, signed 
J. C. which contains some animadversions on 
the ‘7th number of my Essayist. I am no con- 
troversialist. I generally lay my thoughts be- 
fore the reader—if he be induced to examine 
the subject on which I treat, my object is gain- 
ed. Ihave no disposition to proselyte. I wish 
mankind to think; if I can induce them to 
exercise their intellectual powers freely and 
fearlessly for themselves, 1 am contented if 
they shall then choose to abide the convictions 
of their own minds, whether their convictions 
correspond with mine or not. I consequently 
feel no alarm-when my positions are attacked, 
if truth be elicited, it is well, whether it be 
with me or with my opponent. 

Your Missouri correspondent writes in a 
spirit truly Christian, and deserves to be an- 
swered in the same. He will therefore, I trust, 
take no offence if I point out some mistakes 
respecting my reasoning into which he has 
fallen, and some untenable positions which he 
has himself laboured to establish. 

He begins by quoting my assertion that— | 
“ All mankind desire to be happy—all labour 
continually to gratify this desire.” This he 
admits to be a facf, but laments that it is so— 
thinks it wrong for mankind to pursue happi- 
ness, and that the reason why they are not hap- 
py is because they pursue happiness. I did 
not state that it was right for mankind to pur- 
sue happiness, nor did I advocate the principle 
that happiness is the “‘ chief end of man ;” but 
I do not believe it wrong for a man to desire 
his own happiness or to take all proper mea- 
sures to produce it. Indifferent we cannot be ; 
we must desire happiness or misery. Which- 
ever J.C. may choose, I shall prefer happiness | 
for myself, and if my preference would effect | 
any thing, I would prefer it for the whole | 
world. 

J.C. says happiness is a wrong object of | 
pursuit. It may be so. He says, “seek the | 
Lord.” This is very well. But why seek the | 
Lord? “Seek the Lord, and ye shall live,” | 
saysthe sacred writer. This is correct-—we | 
desire tolive. How shall we gratify this de- | 
sire? Answer, seek the Lord. J. C., if I un- | 
derstand him, is decidedly of the opinion that, | 
if we seek the Lord, we shall be happy. We | 
desire to be happy. How, on J. C.’s princi- 
ples, shall we gratify this desire? Answer: 
Seek the Lord. Here happiness may be the 
motive or desire which prompts to action, and 
seeking the Lord the means to satisfy this de- 
sire. This agrees with the doctrine of my 
Essayist. I there stated that happiness was 
the object all ntavkind had in view, and the 
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reason why they were not happy, was, because 
they mistook the road. J. C. calls this reagop- 
ing incorrect. He says we should seek the 
Lord instead of happiness, and then we should 4 
be happy. The redder perhaps will discover 
the difference. 

The difficulty in J. C.’s mind appears to be 


‘this ; he thinks if we pursue our own happj- 


mess we are selfish beings, and if we seek the 
Lord for the purpose of benefitting ourselves 
we are criminal. I reply to this objection be- 
cause the principle involved in it is not suff- 
ciently understood. The Bible uniformly re- 
quires, exhorts and commands us to seek the 
Lord. But what reason does the bible assign 
why we should do this? “ Acquaint now 
therefore thyself with him and be at peace,” 
is, I believe, the sum of scripture testimony 
on this point ; and uniformly, so far as I have 
any knowledge of the bible, it proposes the 
good that shall come unto us as the reason why 
we are to seek the Lord or make ourselves ac- 
quainted with him. Paul exhorts his brethren 
to look to the glorious “‘ reward,” the “ prize,” 
and even Christ is said to have “ respect to the 
reward.” And indeed if this principle were 
not admitted, all the exhortations and threat- 
enings—all the promises of happiness for well 


| doing, and misery for evil doing, would have 


no effect. 

Men mistake on this subject. Self-love is 
proper when properly understood. Selfishness 
which leads a man to promote his own happi- 
ness, regardless of the happiness of others, is 
improper, and I believe generally has the effect 
to defeat its object. This I condemn. But 
approve self-love, for without it we could not 
“ Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God.” How can I discharge 
this obligation, if 1 have no love for myself? 
[ cannot love God, unless I perceive him to be 
lovely, and this loveliness is elicited by his 
goodness to us—‘* we love him because he first 
loved us.” “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself.” Now suppose I had no love for 
myself, how much should I love my neighbour 


| if I loved him as I did myself? 


The truth is, every man should love the 
Lord. The process to produce this love—we 
desire happiness ; when rightly instructed re- 
specting the character cf God, we find this 
happiness secured to us; we therefore love 
him, why ? Because we have discovered him 
to be good to us. We do not love him because 
we wish him to make us happy, (J. C.’s rea- 
soning on this point is correct;) but because 
we discover he has made us happy. The mea- 
sure of good we receive from him will, in all 
cases, be the rule by which our hearts will 
judge his goodness. In this view of the,sub- 
ject, love to God and a desire for our owmhap- 
piness are not inconsistent. 

J. C. thinks me too orthodox because I ad- 
vocate the pyinciple ¢hat we should seek our 
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wn happiness. I do not know what is ortho- 
dox in Missouri, but here it is orthodox for a 
man to be willingto be damned. J. C.’s prin- 
ciples in one view of them would lead to the 
same result. A man must love God—for what? 
—because he is good ?—because his mercy 
endureth forever ‘—because he first loved us ? 
No: For what then? I know not. But J.C. 
would say, for what God is, in and of himself, 
abstractly considered I suppose, independent 
of any benefits we receive from him. This is 
theory ; let him who can, reduce it to practice. 
if I must be miserable till then, the orthodox 
hell will prove true. 

I-~would I could persuade the whole world 
to love God ; but 1 know no other way to do 
it, than by convincing them, if they wish to 
be happy, they must, as one of the means to 
produce it, study the character of their Father, 
and love to him will follow as sure as they hear 
his true character. I therefore am unable to 
perceive any discrepancy between my reason- 
ing and the reasoning of the bible on this point. 

Again: J. C. pronounces my assertion, that 
“the reason why we are not happy, is; because 
we are ignorant of the means of bettering our 
condition,” incorrect. On this point, I refer 
J.C. and the reader to my sermon “on the 
moral condition of mankind” in the 19th No. 
of the Gospel Advocate ; and for the kind of 
knowledge that I-consider necessary, to the 
last number of the Essayist in the same num- 
ber of the Advocate. I have said all there I 
wish to say on this question with regard to the 
means of producing happiness, and it is unne- 
ecessary to repeat it here. 
scripture quoted by J. C. are irrelevant, be- 
cause they are designed to show that the phi- 
losophical knowledge boasted of by many in 
the days of Christ, was insufficient to produce 
happiness ; but sliould never be urged against 


the acquisition of a correct knowledge of the | 
Gospel or of things with which we are sur- | 


rounded. They have been so urged, and J. C. 
may learn the consequence if he will peruse 
the history of the church during the dark ages, 
or even look at the church as it is now. But 
even J. C, practically admits the truth of my 
assertion. He endeavours to point out my er- 
rours; he says mankind are not happy because 
they have been seeking a wrong object, and 
even he endeavours to correct this mistake and 
proposes a new object of pursuit, which he 
says will produce happiness, viz. we must love 
God. But how can we love God without 
knowing him? and how can we know him 
without being taught his character? and if by 
being taught his character we love him, and 
aré happy in consequence of this love, how 
can vygipay that knowledge is not wanting to 
make Ws happy ? 

The hext objection to my article, is, that I 
call it asiander upon the character of God to 
say that our sufferings come from him» Per- 








haps I am wrong in this. However I think the 
reasons assigned for my opinion inthe Essay, 
are sufficient. God is our Father, our Friend, 
and our Benefactor. I cannot bring myself to 
charge my miseries upon him. I believe all 
that God gives is good. But our sufferings are 
the result, not of what he gives, but proceed 
from our want of something more we 
have, that is from our imperfection. Kaow- 
ledge would, I think, remove, in a great mea- 
sure, this imperfection, and su 

us to supply our deficiencies?" * 

pain will always remsin ; bhéi 

©. supposes, over-ruled for god 

J. C. attempts to answe 

God permitted evil to exist; but this is not 
the question. Why did God make such a world 
as he has, is the question, but who bas a right 
to askit? Ihave not, and shall not therefore 
attempt to answer it. J.C. may be right im 
his answer; whether so or not is out of my 
meons of ascertaining. The world is as it is. 


» It is our business to make it as comfortable to 


all its inhabitants as our ability will allow.— 
Certain actions and.certain situations are fa- 
vourable to the.:preservation of our lives and 
the increase of our felicity. Others produce a 
different effect. So much we know, and it 
not difficult to decide whet should be our 
course in reference to either ef these. 
O. A. By 
To be continued. 
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| An Address to the members of the Methodist 


The passages of | 


Episcopal Church in the United States. 
BY A. H. CURTIS, OF ITHACA, N. Y. 
(Continued fron 


Respected Brethren: 
ny of your connexion, 
implies nothing more 
from a merited puni 
sured that such a sa 
Universalist worthy the name. 

One of the fundamental articles of religion’ 
is, that God will not clear the guilty, but ren- 
der unto every man a just recompense of re- 
ward for all his actions, both good and evil+ 
But an essential difference between us in re~ 
gard to punishment is this: you believe the 
justice of God requires the eternal punishment 
of the sinner; whereas we believe in no pun- 
ishment which is inconsistent with mercy, or 
that shall not eventuate in the good of the one 
punished ; for whatever emenates from Gody 
must be good. And as an eternal state of pun- 
ishment destroys the possibility of any good to’ 
the suffering creature, but oaly evil and that- 
continually, we cannot believe it. “ For whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth 
every son whom he receiveth. Now, no chas« 
tisement for the present scemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous ; neverthéless afterwards it yield~ 
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eth the peaceable fruits of righteousness :” 
Heb, xii. 6 and 11. 

We believe the design of punishment is to 


produce a reformation in the one who is exer- | 


cised thereby. Every other idea of punish- 
ment must be unjust; and as an eternal pun- 
ishment cannot be corrective, it must be vin- 
dictive and of course unjust. 

It is moreover evident from the sacred wri- 
tings, that the time is coming when every 
species-of punishment shall cease, in conse- 
quence of the willing subjection of every in- 
dividual,of the human race to the moral go- 
vernment of Jehovah ; ‘‘ that the wickedness 
of the wicked shall- come to an end ;” that 
“all the ends of the world shall remember and 
turn to the Lord, and all the kindreds of the 


nations shall worship before him :”’ Psalm xxii. | 


27. ‘And every creature which is in heaven, 
or on the earth and under the earth and 
as are in the sea and all that are in them, shall 
say, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and pow- 
er be unto him that sitteth } 

and unto the Lamb forever :” 


Such 


tev. V. 


13 -. 
bt 


that “ death shall be ssvallowed up in victory, | 
and tears shall be wiped away from off all | 
“ For the Lord hath pro- | 
| fine, your doctrine 


faces :” Isa. vii. 8. 
yea, he hath sworn by himself, that to 


cn 


shall swear:” Isa. xlv. 23, 24, 25. 
the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, of 


things in heaven, and of things on earth, and | 
things under the earth, and that every tongue | 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the | 
| his own will, 


glory of God the Father:”’ Philip. ii. 10, 11. 


Do you require me to believe in the eternal | 
y 


rebellion and misery of those who bow the 


knee in humble submission before the throne | 


llegiance to the God of 
believe in the endless 
10 shall surround the 


of heaven, and sy 
the Universe ? 
punishment off 
throne of Jehoya 
confess “that Jesi 
nour and glory of 
this is not the empae" 3 under the 
dominion of sin. If salvation consists in a re- 
conciliation to God, methinks that the final 


t is Lord, to the ho- 


salvation of all men is plainly implied in the 
| istence of sin and misery is necessary to keep 


St. Pe ter, Acts iii. 
itution of all things 


Again, 


Ri 


above quotations. 
20, 21, tells us that the Rest 

has been spoken of by all God’s holy prophets 
since the world began. Hence it follows that 
the man who does not preach the restitution of 
all things,.is not God’s holy prophet. 

My brethren : Do your ministers declare the 
restitution of all things? or do they limit the 
hely One of Israel and set bounds to his power, 
by maintaining that the devil, though an usur- 
per, shall be peacea')!y established over a great 
number of those for whom Christ died, over 
whom he shall exercise absolute sway, to an 
endless duration, threby robbing the Messiah 
of the greatest part of the stars of his crown, 





upon the throne | 
| never save his people from their sins ; for all 


=< 
: every knee shall bow and every tongue | 


hat in | 


n their bended knees | 
For we have seen that they are not only ur- 
Father ?”? Methinks | 


| of misery. 
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The scriptures declare that “ God hath given 
him dominion and: glory and a kingdom, thet 
all people, nations and Janguages shall serye 
him, that his dominion is an everlasting do. 
minion, which shall not pass away, and his 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed» 
Dan. viii. ‘‘ That all power is given unto him 
both in heaven and in earth, and that he shal} 
reign tillall his enemies are subdued ; that he 
shall destroy satan and his works, make ap 
end of sin and bring in everlasting righteous. 
ness ;”? and reconcile the world unto God,— 
Yet you require me to believe that satan shall 
prove more strong than he; that he shall finally 
rob him of his conquest, and take away. his 
lawful inheritance. (See Psalm ii.) That his 


| kingdom shal! decrease and that of satan shall 


increase. 

You require me-to believe, that he, whose 
blood was shed for the redemption of a lost 
world, shall never see of the travail of his soul 
That the object of his 
hat he shall 


and be satisfied—Isa. 
1ission shall never be effe 1: 
mission snail never ve elrected 5 


are his people—Psalm ii. That he shall never 
save that. which is lost, notwithstandirg he 
has taken unwearied pains toseek them. In 
upposes that Satan is more 
powerful than the Lord of hosts. For it is said 
Ist Tim. ii. “* That he will have all men to be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
Now if God will have all men to be saved, &e. 
and any part of them are fost, it must proceed 
from a want of power to effect the councils of 
[s not this limiting the holy 
One of Israel? Is it not setting bounds to his 
power ? 

The above suppositions, my brethren, are 
justly deducible from the doctrines you maie- 

1? 


| tain; and methinks a little serious. reflection 


} 


will convince you that they cannot be true, 


but are the traditions and machinations of men. 


supported by scripture, but in a high degree 
dishonourable to God, unworthy the charagter 
of the Mediator and revolting to the heart of 
every good man. 

You contend that a belief in the eternal ex- 


mankind in subjection, &e. But I would ask, 
what good effect has ever arisen from a belief 
if that unmerciful doctrine ? We have seen 
that the vilest of the vile have believed or pro- 
fessed to believe it. Among all the confessions 
and dying speeches of criminals who have 
been executed for heinous offences, I never 
read or heard of one who confessed that he 
committed the crime for which his life is made 
a sacrifice through the influence of a belief in 


the salvation of allmen. All, without, 
tions, have manifested a belief in the Gtrnity 


If, as you believe, the doctrine of 
Universalism has a demoralizing tendency, 


gud placing them on his own taballowed brow? | why de.we not seg more visible effects of it 
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among professing Universalists. For the most 
part we find them men of good morals, chari- 
table to the poor, honest and upright in all their 
dealings with men. , But such professors of re- 
ligion as need the thunders of Mount Sinai to 
{frighten them into submission, are, in my opin- 
ion, far, very far from possessing the power and 
spirit of religion im the soul. If the fear of 
punishment is the cause of their obedience, 
they certainly cannot possess that love to God 
which is required of his children. . Yet such 
js the deplorable fact, that I have sometimes 
heard believers in endless misery affirm, that 
if they believed in the final salyation of all 
men, they would willingly run into every ex- 
cess of wickedness, and do mankind ali the 
injury in their power, by lying, cheating, steal- 
ing, &c. which is but a virtual acknowledge- 
ment, that they love sin and hate holiness ; that 
they hate God and his cause, and would gladly 
drink in iniquity to eternity were it not for the 
fear of an eternal hell. My brethren, is such 
religion as this, good and acceptible unto him 
who cannot look upon sin save with abhor- 
rence ? For my part [ would not give one mo- 
ment’s true holiness, dictated by a love to God 


and his children, for an eternity of such reli- | 


gion as this. The Universalist, who is really 
so,.needs not the fear of eternal damnation to 
frighten him into obedience ; he has a better 
stimulant ; he has learned that “God is love,” 
and he that loves God will keep his command- 
ments. 


It is tlte goodness of God that leadeth man | 


to repentance, and not proclamations of his in- 
finite wrath. He who beholds in God the uni- 
versal Friend of man, one who is good to all 
and whose tender mercies are over all his 
works, will be far from hating him or wishing 
10 sin against him. He will moreover consider 
all men as his brethren, children of the same 
father, heirs of the same promise, and sheep 
of the same fold ; consequently it enters not 
into his heart to do them wrong. And as love 
begetteth love, so hatred begetteth hatred ;— 
therefore the man who considers God as the 


. . i 
eternal enemy of those who do not believe and | 


worship him in the manner which they have 
prescribed, will himself become their enemy, 
for it is requisite that we imitate the God in 

’ "ote soate € Mays ye 
whom we believe. Hence it is, that a belief 


in a cruel God, always makes a cruel man.— | 


From this circumstance has arisen all the reli- 


gious persecutions, from the blood of righteous | 
Men who | 
think that God has no mercy seldom show | 


Abel down to the present time. 


much mercy themselves. / We have seen that 


the Christian Church, since her apostacy, has | 
been divided into a multitude of little com- | 


has €xisted. They have condemned and per- 
seeuted each other, trampled on the rights of 
_the people, and each has endeavoured to exalt 
themselres above the ofher. They have. al! 
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agreed in this, {o condemn to eternal perdition 
ail who dared. to doubt the divine origin of their 
doctrines ; and frequently has the rod of- iron 
and the sword of steel been used .in the con- 
version of unbelievers, instead of the sword of 
the spirit which is the word of God. 

No doctrine is beneficial any farther than it 
has the effect to make people better. We 
preach the doctrine of Universalism because 
we think it will have its effect. We represent 
God as he is represented in the works of crea- 
tion, e#1 his revealed word, a Being of un- 
changing love and goodness by which we ex- 
pect to induce people to love him, and keep 








nrugities, between which a continue! warfare | _ ' 
| ing to adjournment, met at Semproniys, Cayuga coun- 


his commandments ; for he that loves God, will 
| keep his commandments. Love is the main- 
| spring, the great ruling principle of the Christ- 
ian. 

The doctrine of angry Gods and malicious 
devils has been preached for several centuries, 
and what are its great effects? Why, its ad- 
vocates themselves confess that people in gene- 
ral have grown worse under all their denuncia- 
tions of eternal vengeance. How often do we 
hear the depravity of the age made, the sub- 
ject of pulpit eloquence ? 

Therefore I think it high time to desist from 
promulgating a doctrine so deleterious im its 
consequences ; for how can people love « being 
whose anger they dread? How many have 
been ipduced to hang themselves through a be- 
lief inthe eternity of hell torments, and how 
many have become insane! We find that the 
doctrine of eternal misery has had the effeet to 
stir up strife and animosity among brethren.—- 
The belief in a partial and unmerciful God, 
| has been the cause of more bloodshed, than 
any other cause whatever. If it is desirable 
that mankind shoul! aveid these calamities, it 
is desirable that such doctrines should be in- 
culecated and believed @ will have that effect. 
We have scen that the doctrine of endless 
misery has produced these calamities, and will 
continue to produce them if acted upon ; for 
we must imitate the God in whom we believe. 
This is both natural and proper. And one 
moment’s candid reflection will teach us that 
should the doctrine of Universalism be gene- 
rally believed these calamities would be blot- 
ted out of an emancipated world. For he that 
believes that God is impartial, will become 
impartial himself. If he believes that Ged 
will make all men happy, he will endeavour 
to make them happy also. If he believes that 
God is the Father of all men, he willesteem 
all men as his brethren. 

5 
Minutes of the annual meeting of the Cayuga 
Association of Universaists for 1828, 
The ** Cayuga Association of Universalists,” aceérd- 


| ty, N. Y. on Wednesday the first day of October, and 


} organized the council by choosing Br. J, S. Flagler, 


| Mongrator; and Brs. O. A. Brownson and L. §, 
Everett, CLenxs. Prayer by Br. N, Stacy. 





346 
_ As Brs. N. Stacy and J. B. Shannon were not fresi- 
dents within the territorial limits of this Association 
and consequently not entitled to a seat in the council, 
they were respectfully invited to take part in the deli- 
berations of the meeting, and to vote .nall cases ex- 
cept those which requiredthe voice of more than one 
Association. . 





The following ministers were present: J. S. Flagler, | 


York, Livingston county ; N. Stacy, Hamilton, Madi- 
son county; J. Foster, Manlius, Onondaga county ; 
L. S. Everett, Auburn, Cayuga county ; O. A. Brown- 
son, Ithaca, ‘Tompkins county ; J. B. Shannon, New- 
Berlin, Otsego county ; N. Doolittle, Berkshire, Tioga 
county; W. Rowe, Sempronius, Cayuga cou y, 


Brs. Flagler, Everett, and Brownson were appointed | 


acommiitee to receive requests for letters of Fellow- 
ship and Ordination. 

Appointed Committees to visit the respective Asso- 
ciations as follows: viz. Br. Everett to visit the Che- 
nango—Br. Doolittle to visit the Central—Br. Brown- 
son to visit the Biack River—Br. Brownson to visit 


the St. Lawrence—and Brs. Everett and Brownsou to } . ' 
was there a time when TauTH adva 


| rapidly than at the present ; nor do we need 


Visit the Generzl Convention. 

Adjourned to attend publick worship, the duties of 
which were periormed as follows: 

A. M. 
mon by Br. N. Doolittle, trom Jer. xxiii. 25, 26. Con- 
cluding prayer by Br. L.. S. Everctt. 

P.M. — lutroductory prayer by Br. J, H. Ellis; Ser- 
mon by Br. O. A. Brownson, from 1st Joln, ii. 1, 2. 
Concluding prayer by Br. J. S. Flagler. 


The Commiitee appointed’ to receive requests for | 


letters of Fellowship and Ordination, reported in fa- 
vour of granting the Fellowship of the Association to 
Br. A. H. Curtis of Ithaca ; and conferring Ordination 
on Br. N. Doolittle; which was accepted, 

N. B. In compliance with the request of Br. Doolit- 


tle acommittee of three was appointed, consisting of 
Br. L. S. Everett, A. Green, and J. Foster, to perform | . swe 

+L 5d. ait, A, ,and J. ster, perform | ne aa ee at i ite a. ate 
the customary duties of Ordination at Caroline, who | 294 Convincing, can induce the spirited and 
attended to the duty assigned them, an account of | 


which wil! te given in our next number. 


The first Society of Universatists at [ithaca was re- | 


ceived into the Fellowship of the Association. Ad- 
journed to meet on Wednesday morning at 8 
Prayer by Br. Foster. 

Wednesday morning, met according to adjournment 
and opened the council with prayer by Br. Brownsou. 

Appointed Br. L. 8. Evepett Standing Clerk fur the 
ensuing yéar. 

Appointed Brs. Everett, Brownson and Doolittle a 
Committee of Discipline for the year. 


oc lock . 


Voted that. Br. L. S. Everett be a committee to pre- | 


pare the minutes of the Session for the press,-and ap- | 
| excite the hopes, or stimulate our brethren to 


pend to the same a Circular Letter, and that they be 
| published in the Gospel Advoca f 
Adjourned to meet at Auburn, Cayug: county, 
*the first Wednesday and followmng Thar: 
» Ber, 1829. Prayer by Br. Flagler. 
% Order of Service on Thursday. 

A.M. Intreductory prayer by Br. J. B. Shannon ; 
Sermon by br. L. 8. Everett, from 1. Thess. v. 17.— 
Conclading prayer by Br. J. Foster. 

P. M. Introductory prayer by Br. J. S. Flagler :-- 
Sermon and customary Addresses by Br. N. Stacy, 

| from Matt. v. 48. Concluding prayer by Br. Rowe. 
CIRCULAR) LETTER. 
BRETHREN in THE, FAITH OF Gop’s UNLIMI- 


Ted Love: 'T'he pleasurable task of addressing 


ou 


day of Octo- 


you, in behalf of the “ Cayuga Association of 


| Unigersalists,” with salutations of peace, de- 
)Wolves on one who is unable to express the 
| cordiality of feeling, the tenderness of Chris- 
tian affection which is cherished towards all 
the faithfulin Christ Jesus. Once mone we 
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| sent who have * 


Introductory prayer by Br. N. Stacy; Ser- | 


| ridicule, 
| cannot be successfully assailed by the asper- 


> 





— 
| have been divinely favoured with the privilege 
| of attending an anniversary convocation; and 
ONCE MORE We have realized ** how good, and 
how pleasant it is, for brethren to dwell toge- 
ther in unity.” The house of worship was 
| filled with anxious and devout hearers, and 
our meetings were blessed by the peace giving 


| presence of Jehovah of Hosts. 


The business of the Counc. was transact- 
ed with unanimity; the publick services of 
God in the sanctuary were solemn, appropriate, 
and refreshing ; while an interchange of friend- 
ly and cordial salutations, has cemented, more 
firmly than ever, we trust, the hearts of all pre- 
tasted and seen” that the 
Lord is good unto his universal family. 

The intelligence brought us from different 
quarters was of the most cheering Kine. Never 

ed more 


any stronger proofs of the divine authenticity, 
and preeminent usefulness of our faith, than is 
found in its salutary effects upon the hearts 
of believers, and in the cruel vindictiveness of 
those who WH.L NOT EXAMINE IT. Although 
the cry of ** unpopularity” is yet raised, to 
frighten the minds of the ignorant, and thereby 
prevent investigation, our cause has neverthe- 
less attained an elevation above the reach of 
invective, or sectarian malice. It 


sions of its enemies—nothing but proof, sacred 
intelligent inhabitants of this region, te reject 


a doctrine so divine, and so salutary. Lnecir- 
cled as we ure in the Love of Jehovah, and 


| shielded as we are by the faith of his Son, we 


have little to fear and much goud to anticipate, 
| We need not call to mind the trying scenes 
of * days gone by,” nor recount the trials and 
sufferings of the aged veterans, who, by their 
faithful labours, have sown the seed of truth 
throughout this region ;—nor need we draw a 
contrast between what 1s and what was the 
condition of our Zion, to enliven the gratitade, 


greater exertions ; there is, in the loveliness of 
truth, itself, in its legitimate consequences up- 


| on the heart, in its natural effects upon the 
| social relations of life, in its genial influence 


upon onr government, an ever active INCEN- 
rive, calculated to cheer the soul and urge us 
ONWARD in the work of improvement. ‘These 
considerations, while they serve to excite our 
gratitude to the Ruler of ali worlds, will, with- 
out doubt, so operate upon the minds of our 
faithful friends, as’to prodace a more distin- 
guishing devotedness to the cause of liberal 





| Christianity, and Jead to more earnest wrest- 
| lings, and a more noble emulation for vicgory 
over all things that offend. The fact that much 
has already been done, and well done, instead 
| of affurding an excuse for supineness or inac- 
tivity, should teach us that more, MUCH MORE 








may, and must be accomplished. Pubiick ex- 


! 
: 
pectations have been raised by the success | 
| 
} 


which has hith@o attended our labours ; and 
nothing but continued exertions can answer 
the demand. AS an order of people, as a body 
of professing Christians, we have attained an 
eminence frum which a fall may be destructive, 
not only to our own hopes, but to those of ma- 
ny others who silently approbate and inwardly 
approve of our religign. 
religions errour must therefore be razed to the 
ground—other and many minds must be disen- 
thralled—otier advocates of. absurdity than 
those already convinced, must be fearlessly 
encountered, combatted, and discomfitted— 
other demoralizing theories must be exploded 
—hundreds more must be delivered from the 
iron grasp of- a mercenary and aspiring priest- 


hood—and thousands must be enlightened, so | 
| dancy. We forbear to particularize ; bat would 


that the grizzly ghosts of their haunted and 


distempered imaginations, may be driven front | 


the abodes of men. 


God works by means; and though we may 
“stand still and see his salvation” 
times, yet, so long as the souls of men are de- 
nied a foretaste of the joys of heaven, it will 
remain our duty to extend, by every laudable 
means, a knowledge of the truth, that all may 
be free, and virtuous, and happy. While, there- 
fore, there remains one child of God in a state 
of ignorance or moral alienation, it will well 
become UNiversatists to contend, in word 
and deed, earnestly, valiently, and persevering- 
ly for that Faith which maketh whole. Suffer, 
then, a word of friendly admonition 

Purity of doctrine is acknowledged, on all 


. 


. 
2 


The crazy fabrick of 


at suitable | 
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that certain denominations of professing Chris- 
tians are determined to exert all their united 
powers to limit the freedom of the people of 
this commonwealth. This, we have reason to 
fear, they have determined to effect by forming 


| what they call “a Christian party in politicks” 








and by indirectly enforcing obedience to what 
they maintain to be religious duties. ‘To this 
may be added, as a powerful engine in the 
hands of the clergy. those sectarian institu- 
tions, the managers of which have already suc- 
ceeded in amassing large sums of money. We 
would, therefore, as watchmen upon the walls 
of Zion, admonish ail our friends» to keep’ 
aloof from all méasures which may be suspect- 


| ed aa favouring the designs of those aspirants 


after power, who would sacrilegiously convert 
the sacred things of the gospel mto the means 
of securing to themselves a dangerous ascén- 


affectionately entreat our brethren.to heware 
of ravening wolves, who come unto them in 
sheeps’ clothing with a design to deceive. 

In conclusion, it may not be amiss to exhort 
all who have nained the name of Christ to a 
constant watchfulness over themselves. How- 
ever convincing our arguments may be, they 
will be measurably ineffectua) unless accom- 
panied with that becoming modesty and Chris- 
tian charity enjomed by the faith we profess. 
While, with a fearless hand, we assail the de- 
moralizing theories of others, let us ever have 
within the heart a supply of heaven’s kindness 
towards all, that like the Lamb of God, we 
may wound but to heal, and afflict but.to bless. 


| Satisfied, more than ever, from another year’s 


hands, to be an indispensible prerequisite to | 


purity of conduct We have seen and can tes- 


tify, that the popular errours of the church have | 


ever had adeleterious effect upon the morality 
of the world. On the contrary, the doctrine 
of impartial grace has extended the benevo- 


lence, excited the gratitude, and expanded the | 
social affections of every heart into which it | 
has been understandingly received. From this, | 


the necessity and utility of a ** preached word” 
is discovered Every man of good natural and 
acquired abilities has not leisure to search out 
“ things new and old” for his own, or the edi- 
fication and comfort of bis fellow men. 


whom you have confidence, to ** search the 
scriptures to see if these things be so,” and 
publickly ‘* detend the faith” and proclaim the 
good tidings of great joy toall people. Per- 
sons thus selected, if indeed they are wort!iy 
your confidence, wil] expect no more from 
your liberality than a competent subsistence ; 
and in order that they may be serviceable in 
the cause you delight to honour, their wants, 
and those of their dependent families, must be 
promptly supplied. 

Recent developements have convinced us, 


experience, that in the store house of divine 
goodness there is enough and- to spare—bhe- 
lieving as we do, from ajl the evidences that 
have yet reached our minds, that our faith is of 
God, and eminently calculated to subsérve 
the cause of suffering humanity we cordially 
recommend it to you all, as the blessed legacy 
of Heaven. De ye therefore followers of God 
as dear children ; live in the enjoyment of his 
love ; and thus blessed and sustamed,. strive 


| to disseminate your own he’y comforts to oth~ 


Some | 
must therefore be selected and set apart in | 





ers, that all may rejoice with joy unspeakable: ~ 
and full of glory: and, finally, should indaley” 
gent Heaven allow us to meet again in another: 
happy convocation, may we all come together 
laden with the sanctifying fruits of the gospel 
of peace, and lay our thank-offering at the feet 
of Him who died to redeem us from all iniqui-- 
ty ; but should we be called upon to depart. 
nud be with God, may we be sustained in the 
irying hour by that hope which is ‘stronger’ 
than death, and theo realize our fond expecta-- 
lious in witnessing the holy triumphs of bm 
manuel, and in chanting deathless. honours 40h 
his name = 
In behalf of the Association. 


L. 8S. EVERETT. 
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46 EARNESTLY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.”’ 





ORAFTINCSS. 
Whoever undertakes to point out the modern er- 


rours of the Church not only has a thankless task up- 
on his hands, but must be perpetually vigilant-—for the 
undertaking requires a constant watchfalness; it ad- 





mits of no sléeping nor slumbering to him who is sta- 
tioned upon the watch-towers of Zion. It is not, how- 
ever, because there is any thing uncommonly wise in 
the conduct of the priests or their followers, (for they 
are not renowned for their wisdom,) but because they 
have impudence commenstirate with their desperation. 
And besides, they are in the constant habit of descend- 
ing to that low policy, that contemptible craft, which 
none but themselves would or could practice. The 
disclosures recentiy made, while they have produced 
alarm in the minds of many, have laid open plots so 
disgraceful, schemes so contemptible, measures so en- 
tirely subversive of every thing like true religion, that 
others, who have a desire to exercise charity, have 
been confounded and dismayed. Indeed so abomina- 
bly wicked do their plans appear, that some are as yet 
unwilling tc credit what has been truly said and re- 
mains uncontradicted. tor 
their incredulity—for who would have believed two 
years ago, that the Presbyterians at this time would be 


We cannot blame them 


engaged in running stages? or that they would have 
avowed it to be their object to form a * Christian 
Party in Politicks?” or that, by-this time, they would 
have the impudence to declare that “in ten o1 tweaty 
years at most”’ every important office shall be filled by 
cS 


“persons ediicated in their sectarian Sunday schoo!s ? 


We have been led into the foregoing reflections by a 
t=] . 
knowledge of certain facts which will now be related 
—facts which may 
converse with our orthodox opponents, or read their 


be known by any person who will 


We allude tothe avidity with which they 


and 


writings. 
seize upon, appropriate to their own use every 
improvement that is making, or has ever been made, 
either in politicks, morals, or religion, in this country. 


Should they speak of the early settlement of this 


country in connexion with the benefits resulting from ! 


it, they will attribute every thing to the piety and 
moral courage of our puritanical forefathers. 
their coming to the then wilderness of America, was, 
most clearly, a measure to which they were induced 
by necessity, and not from choice—although their 
motive was purely selfish, inasmuch as they could not 


enjoy themselves in their native country with their | 


Christian persecutors, yet they will make it out, that 
, . 3 


all their movements were directed by the finger of 


God, and were by him designed to perpetuate religious 
liberty. 


val—not a word is said about how they and their de- 
scendants perseeuted the Baptists, and hung Quakers 
and Witches! And even now, their imitators seer to 
desire that a similar spirit may animate al) Christian 
hearts in this age of the world! The blessings of re- 


Altho’ | 


The mantle of charity is carefully thrown 
. . . -— 
over their cruel persecutions of others after their arri- | 
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| ligious liberty, then, peradventure, must be attributed 
to the puritans! 

Although Jefferson, Franklin, gd several of. their 
worthy compatriots who assisted in forming the Decla. 
ration of Independence, and were the leaders in the 

| glorious sts uggle which attended our emancipation, 
are impiously denounced as “infidels,” yet the reli. 


P00 
Ome Os 


| gious alchymists of 1 will attribute all the bless. 
ings of civil liberty to the influence of sacred ortho. 
| doxy! Now, while the remains of those immortal 
| Statesmen and heroes are slumbering in the dust, 
those religious harpies sre openly at work, striving to 
| rob them of their honours and weave them into the 
crest of the idol of their hearts. If we may believe 
| them, all the liberty now enjoyed in America must be 
attributed te Calvini-tick orthodoxy! "Twas Calvin's 
God, forsooth, who fought our battles—"twas ortho. 
doxy that blessed our arms—‘twas the Westminster 
Catechism that discomfitted our enemies! Now we 
j find it not in our heart to detract any thing from the 
merit of those patriotick clergymen, who, by their 
eloquence inspirited their fellow citizens, and encour. 
aged them on in the way of duty, nor would we take 
any thing from the fame of the cross; but our motto 
Let Washing. 


ton, Jefferson, Franklin, and even Paine, have their 


is, “honour to whom honour is due.” 


due; and though all were far from being orthodox, 
we would attribute tothe greatness of their minds, 
the philanthropy of their hearts, the wisdom by Na- 


1) 


Hem al, 


ture possessed by t and the veneration they 
felt for the rights of man, the civil and religious privi- 
lezes we enjoy; and we would teach the world, had 
we the power, to consider them, under God, the Sa- 
viours of their country. Itisto them and their worthy 
compeers, rather than to any mode of faith, that we 
are indebted for the freedom we now e njoy ; and our 
ld | 


children should be taueht to venerate their names and 


emulate their examples. It is high time for us to in- 
quire how much the orthodox contributed to the eman- 
, cipation of our country; and when the quantum of 
their good deeds, the sum of their patriotism is well 
ascertained, then the full measure of their country’s 
Till then, let 


the modesty of their claims be commensurate with the 


gratitude shall be apportioned to them, 


well-earned fame of these who guided our revolution- 
ary councils and fought our battles. 

From the little information we have obtained, rela- 
tive to the motives by which the clergy were actuated 
during the struggle for liberty, when our forefathers 
shed their blood in defence of American Independence, 
we have been led to conclude that they were by no 
means possessed of extraordinary phila nthropy, or ope- 
¢ of disinterested be- 


rated upon by the pure principle 


nevolence, If we consider the case impartially it will 
be found that then the Presbyterians were jealous of 
the Church of Evgland, and apprehended that the 
government of the mother country would extend its 
fostering hand to that order, in preference to any other 
then known in the colonics. Indeed, those apprehen- 
sions were by no means groundless; for there wasa 
certain congeniality betweer the English form of go- 


| vernment and the Church of Eugland, calcalated to 
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excite at once distrust and alarm in the breasts of 
those who ‘dissented from her articles and mode of 
worship. This fact will show us what, in all human 
probability, prodared 20 great zeal, and so much pe- 
triotism, i» the ranks of the Presbyterians or rather 
Covstegationalists in New-England. Let their con- 
duct from that time to this be estimated properly, and 
the reader will be led to doubt the sincerity of their 
professions of regard for republican institutions any 
farther than they may be rendered subservient to their 
own aggrandizement. Let their policy from first to 
last be scrutinized, let their schemes be examined, 
and then say whether they hare, or have nol desired 
more to unite church and state than to perpetuate the 





blessings of equal liberty. 

As relates to the modern schemes of the present 
day, little need be said; as every intelligent reader 
must be aware that the ubject with the popular reli- 
gionists, is, to effect a union of church and state. Let 
any person who doubts this fact, read the Sermon of 
Dr, Ely, and witness the movements of the wise ones 
among them, and he will be satisfied that such is the 
fact. Yet, notwithstanding their object is perfectly 
apparent, they fail not to lay claim to the right to go- 





yern the people, and stil! claim the honour of every 
civil and moral improvement. Of a truth, it is hard 
to tell which is most conspicuous—their folly or their 
impudence. Epiror, 
SeCKOC ES 


PROPOSALS 
For continuing the religious publication entitled the 
GOSPEL ADVOCATE 
AND IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATOR. 
TO THE CAUSE OF FREE INQUIRY AND 
IMPARTIAI. TRUTH, 
PUBLISHED BY U. F. DOUBLEDAY. 

Tuk success of this work from its com- | 
mencement has been so encouraging, the ap- | 
probation of our well meant exertions has been | 
so unequivocal and so often repeated, that we 
issue our proposals for the Seventh Volume, | 
with the full conviction that its continuance is | 
demanded, and will be zealously sustained. 

The Seventh Volume of the Gospel Advocate | 
will commence on the first of January next, 
previous to which the Sixth will be completed ; 
and will contain the same quantity and variety 
of reading as heretofore. 

The design of this periodical is well known | 
to those who have been its readers, and should 
they ask what will be its future course, we 
cannot better reply than by pointing to what 
have been its exertions for the past year. But 
to those who may wish to become subscribers, 
it may not be amiss to make some farther deve- 
lopement of our intentions. 

This paper will be, as it ever has been, de- | 
voted to what is deemed the best interests of | 
mankind—the elucidation and defence of the | 
GosrEL or Curist. We however wish to 
excite inquiry, rather thau cat/s{y—to emanci- | 
pate the mind from its former slavery, rather 
than to tell it what must be its convictions—to 


DEVOTED 


set the aspirant after truth in the path of in- 
vestigation rather than investigate for him..We 
shall endeavour to remove the obstacles which 
have so long impeded the progress of Truth, 
place the mind in the “ way it should go,” 
give it all the aid in our power, and bid it go 
forward, exert all the mightiness of thought, 
and stretch its pinions towards the throne of 
God, confident that every new acquisition it 
‘an make will redound to the glory of its Cre- 
ator and to the happiness of his intelligent off- 
spring. 

Love of truth is our creed, and we pledge 
ourselves to follow wherever her light shall 
direct, regardless equally of the name she may 
bear or the obloquy and reproach her opponents 
may heap upon us. Facts, and not theories, 
shall be the materials for our spiritual temple, 
and we shall disclaim every sentiment of reli- 
gion which cannot plead the sanction, not of 
antiquity, but, of reason and revelation. We 
shall discountenance all modes of worship, all 
forms of godliness, and all systems of faith, 
which, when viewed by the eye of enlighten- 
ed experience, shall not appear to have a salu- 
tary influence on the morals and happiness of 
mankind while inhabitants of the earth. 


The arts, machinations, and doctrines of the 


| aspiring religionists of the day ; the arrogance 


of an embitious priesthood, who are giving evi- 


| dence that they will not now, more than for-_ 
| metly, hesitate to sacrifice the liberties of their 


country upon the altar of their own avarice 
and love of aggrandizement, shall be subject to 
our free and fearless animadversions. We will 
exert what power the God of Heaven has giv- 


| en to promote genuine religion, piety to God, 


and benevolence tomankind ; but we shall be 
equally prompt to unmask the hypocrite and 
expose his arts and impositions to the just ab- 
horrence of an enlightened community. 

The columns of the Gospel Advocate will be 
as they ever have been, open to all communi- 
cations which ere of a suitable length and writ- 


| ten in a manner not repugnant to Christian 


charity and that sense of propriety which eve 
enlightened man should cultivate. We shall 
not court controversy nor shrink from it, when 
deemed necessary, if our opponents are men of 
talents and character. Those who may differ 
from us or may wish to oppose the sentiments 
we may advance, are welcome to the use of 
our columns, so long as they will patiently sub- 
mit to have their own sentiments tried by the 
word of God. 

The circumstances of the age imperiously 
demand a work of this kind. Bigotry and su- 
perstition have raged long enough—a false mo-" 
rality and spurious philosophy have tuo long 
ruled the intellectual world, and it is our de- 
sire to be instrumental, under God, in restoring 
man to his native dignity, Christianity to its 
pristine purity, that love to God and benevo- 
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lence to mankind may inspire each heart and 
prompt every action. 

Such is the character we intend our work 
shall bear, and such the course we have re- 
solved to pursue ; and thafit may be acceptable 
to every reflecting, candid, and philanthropick 
christian, we shall spare no exertions we are 


* a 
| Cngrosses all the time I can spare from other 
avocations. Yours with esteem, 

W. Barrour. 

“ And as it is appointed unto men once to 
but after this the judgement ; so Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many ; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time, 


die, 





capable of making. As will be seen by the 

Terms of this publication, Mr. O. A. Brownson, 
whose pen has contributed so largely to the | 
edification of our readers for the year past, has | 
been engaged as one of the future editors.— | 
~ This arrangement will, we doubt not, ensure | 
a continuance and augmentation of patronage ; | 
and while we yield the tribute of unqualified 
respect to the talents of editors of similar pa- | 
pers in our country, it will not be thought as- | 
suming too much to say, that if devotion to the | 
cause of truth and liberal prineiples can avail 
any thing, we intend that the Gospel Advocate 
shall not be behind any contemporary work of 
the kind in America. 


CONDITIONS. 

The Gospel Advocate will be issued every 
other Saturday from the press of DousLepAY 
& ALLEN, Auburn, (N. Y.) at One Dollar and 
Fifty Ceats per annum in advance, to which 


fifty cents will be added if not paid within six | 


months from the time of subscribing. 


It will be printed on a super royal sheet, 
good paper and handsome type and contain six- 


teen large octavo pages in each number, mak- 


ing inall four hundred and sixteen, to which 


will be added a title page and table of contents | 
| and shall now advert to verses 12—21, inclu- 


at the end of the year. 

Any person who will obtain six subscribers 
and forward the amount of subscription, or be- 
come responsible for the same, shall receive the 
sevénth copy gratis, or in the same proportion 
for a greater or less number. 

Agents for the sixth volume will continue to 
actin that capacity for the seventh, unless duly 
notified to the contrary ; and all communica- 
tions must be addressed “ U. F. DousLesay, 
Auburn, Cayuga co. N. Y.” and come free of 
postage in order to receive attention. 

Notices of discontinuance must be sent pre- 
vious to the first of January ; otherwise the pa- 
per will be forwarded as heretofore. 

PETTY ATRL 
From the Christian Intelligencer. 
REMARKS ON ROMANS V., 12—21. 
Charlestown, Sept. 1, 1828. 

Br. Drew,—In your valuable paperof June 
27, your correspoadent J. W. H. requested 
my remarks on Rom. v. 12—21, referred to in 
my Essays on Heb. ix. 27, 28. In compliance 
with his request I send you the following, and 
hope you will excuse their length. My time 
does not permit me to copy. and perhaps con- 
dense my remarks. This I wouid have done, 
but preparing my reply to Dr. Allen’s Lecture 


without sin, unto salvation.” —Heb. ix. 27, 28, 
It is very evident a contrast is stated or g 
comparison is made in these verses. The men 
in verse 27, and Christ verse 28, are contras- 
ted. Their death, and he being offered ; their 
being appointed once to die, and his being of. 
fered once ; also form parts of the eontrast,— 
Oulos, rendered so, verse 28, and apaz, in 
both verses, rendered once, clearly shows, that 
the writer draws a comparison. The word 


| apax, rendered once, signifies once for all, in 
| both verses. 
2,and 1 Pet. iii. 15. 


Compare verses 7, 36, chap. x. 
“ And as it is appointed 
| unto men once for all offered to bear the sins 
|of many,” (to pollon,) ot all. That Christ 
| died for all ; that he tasted death for every 
| man, Heb. ii. 9 ; and is the propitation for the 
bees af the whole world, is now generally ad- 
vocated by all sects of christians. Compare 
in the Greek 1 John ii. 2, with chap. v. 19. 
In the Essays, I considered the death here 
}mentioned, to be temporai death, to which 
men in the aggregate, or all mankind were ap- 


eae ; 
| pointed. The judgement after death, as refer- 


ring to the words, Gen. iii. 19,—«“‘dust thou 
art and unto dust thou shalt return.” In con- 
firmation of this view, I referred to Rom. y. 18, 


sive. 

Verse 12,—“‘ Wherefore as by one man sin 
entered into the world, and death by sin ; and 
so death passed upon all men for. that all have 
sinned.” It is indisputable, that throughout 
the passage, Adam and Chrisi are contrasted, 
as we shall see in the sequel. In this verse, 
the evils which entered the world by Adam, 
are said to be sin and death. “ By the one 
man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin.”” It was long believed, and is 
still asserted by some, that the death which 
entered by Adam’s sin, includes eternal death 
which is interpreted to mean, endless misery in 
a future stale. That this is a mistake, we think 
obvious from the following considerations:— 
The death which entered by Adam’s sin, is 
the same which has passed upon all. But do 
all men suffer endless misery? Again, it is 
the very same death which reigned from Ad- 
am to Moses, and ever reigned over them that 
had not sinned after the similitude of -Adam’s 
transgression, verse 14. But will any manaf- 
firm, that endless misery reigned from Ad- 
wn to Moses? If it did, then all who died 
from Adam to Moses, are now suffering end- 
less misery, infants not excepted. But again? 
it is the same death, the many or all died, 





- 


GOSPEL ADVOCAT 


d the gift of God hath 
Yea, it is the 


anto whom the grace an 
mugh more abounded, verse 16. 


| 


' 

me death, which hath reigned over them, , poral ow ‘ 

st | jection is equally valid against the doctrine 
advocated, for as Adam was not cast into hell 


who shall muck more teign in life by Jesus 
Christ, veree 17. But what man believes 
any such shall suffer eternal death ? 
ihe death which entered by Adam, Paul, 1 
Cor. xv. oppuses to the resurrection of men’s 
bodies from the grave But lask, are men’s 
podies in the resurrection to be raised from | 
endless misery or eternal death? That the 


Further, | 


5 cel ye ae 


not die a temporal death on the very day he sin- 
ned, the death threatened him could not be tem- 
poral but eternal’ death.” Answer: This ob- 


the very day he’ sinned, the death threatened 


| could not be eternal death, for the wery same 


death threatened Adam, Gen. ii 16, 17, and | 


which entered the world by his sin, was tem- 
poral death, scripture and daily ‘observation 
show. ‘This death hath passed upon all men, 
infants not excepted 
death, would have been an eterna! death to 


reason. It is well known, that the Hebrew 
letter Beth, rendered in, Gen. ii. 17, also sig- 
nifies after and is so rendered in other places, 
See Parkhurst; also Mr. M’Calla’s book reo 


specting the controversy between him and Mr. ~ 


Koeeland. Besides, the Hebrew phrase, in 


| the day, does vot always designate the precise 


This very temporal | ‘ 
| threatening implied, as its tulfilment showed, 


Adam and all his posterity, had not the prom- | 


ise in life in Christ Jesus been given. 
constitution under which Adam was placed, | 
did not afford the shadow of a hope beyond 
this life, if he transgressed. 
and all his offspring, would have been an eter- 
nal sleep. Adam knew nothing about a pro- 
wise of life in Christ, until after he sinned; 
and, therefore, could have no hope of such a 
life. Life and immortality are brought to hght 
through the Gospel ‘To these views it may 
be objected. 


eternal death, for it is contrasted with eternal 
Answer: This objection can 


life, verse 21. 
have no force, unless it is proved, that the | 
benefit which comes to men through Christ. | 
does not exceed the damage by Adam's of- ! 


fence. 


The | 


Death, to him | 


day when a punishment threatened is to be 
executed, See Ezek. xxxiii 12,13. The 


that Adam on the day he sinned, should lose 
his innocence, his happy life in paradise, ard 
by a life of toil, trouble and sorrow, should ter- 
minate his existence by death. I may add; the 
marginal reading of verse 17 confirms this 
view. “Dying thou, shalt die,” must mean, 
‘thou shalt go on to die; as “ eating thou 
shalt eat,” verse 16, signities “thou shalt go 


| on to eat.” 


| death passed upon all men? 


But the question may be asked,—Why has 
The reason the 


| Apostle assigns for this is, “for that all have 
Ist, The death threatened Adam must include | 


But we shall see from verses 15, 16 | 


and 17, that the benefit by the second Adam, | 


greatly exceeds the damage by the first. Be- 


sides, Paulshows that the death which enter- | ' 
| Levi paid tithes in Abraham ; or they disobey- 


ed by sin, is fully executed, for it passes epon 
allmen. It even reigns over those who shall 
reigo in life by Jesus Christ, verse 17. In 
short, had the death of Adam's sin been eter- 
nal death or endless misery, there could have | 
heen no deliverance from it. All must have 
suffered it, unless it isalleged that God threat- 
ened what he bad _no serious iniention of ever 
executing, or, changed his mind afterwards. 
But, this is to represent God, as both childish | 
and changeable. It destroys the doctrine of 
endless misery, admitting it to be threatened 
under the gospel dispensation, for God may | 
change his mind again, or, may have only | 
threatened it as a mere bug-bear, without any | 
serious intention of inflicting it. But admit- 
ting the death threatened Adam, and which 
entered by sin, to be temporal death, God 
has been faithful to his word. He has fully 
executed the threatening, yet, by a new con- | 
stitution of things, through Christ the second 
Adam, man shall enjoy an immortal life be- | 
yond death in being raised again from the | 
dead. 

2d. It may also be objected—* as Adam did ' 


sinned.” The marginal readigg is, “ in whom 
all have sinned.” ‘The improved version ren- 
ders it, “ inasmuch as all have sinned.” Mack- 
night renders it, “because all bave sinned ” 
It cannot mean, that death hath passed on all 
because all have sinned personally, for death 
passes on infants who are incapable of it. In 
what sense, toen, have they sinned\sgo- that 


death hath passed through to them ? er. 
All have sinned in Adam, ina similar , as 


ed in Adam. in a similar way, as they obeyed 
in Christ ; for if by one man’s disobedience 
they are constituted sinners, so by the disobe- 
dience of one they are constituted righteous. 
lf Adam was created mortal, he must of ne- 
cessity communicate d mortal nature to his 
posterity. And it is not more certain that he 
siuned. than that every one of them would 
have sinned in like circumstances, 
[To be continued.] 
co TSS ae 


It has at last leakedgoet that the New-York 
Journal of Commerce, a daily paper establish- 
ed last fall by the Presbyterians, has been 
guilty of Sabbath breaking. The papers of 
Monday have invariably been printed on Sun- 
day. The same paper has declaimed large- 
ly. against Sabbath-breakers, and the support- 
ers of Sabbath-breakers. O, consistency, thou 


| arta rare, buta precious jewel ! 
PEO ERS oe Pa 


Bolivar has sent Roman Catholick Mission- 
aries among the Indians in the interiour of 
South America. / 
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From“ A New-year’s Gilt.” 
THE RUINED COTTAGE, 


Ch there is 
A deep, sweet feeling in the human heart, 
Which makes liie beautiful amidst its thorns ! 


None will dwell in that cottage, for they say 
Oppression reftit from the honest man, 
gids curse clings toit : hence the vine 
yr raits its green “weight of leaves upen the ground ; 
{idionce weeds are in that garden: hence the hedge, 
Once sweet with honeysuckle, is half dead ; 
And hence the grey moss ou the apple tree. 


One oncedwelt there, who had been in his youth 
A soldier ; and when many years had past, 

He sought his native village, and sat down 

To end his days in peace. He had one child— 
A little laughing thing, whose large dark eyes, 
He said, were like the mother’s she had lefi 
Buried in stranger lands ; and time went on 

In comfort and content—and that fair girl 

Had grown far taller than the red rose tree 

Her father planted her first English birth day. 
And he had trained it up agaiust an ash 

Till it became his ptide ;—it was so rich 

In blossom and in beauty, it was called 
The'tree of Isabel. "T'was an appeal 

To ali the better feelings of the heart, 

To mark their quiet happiness, their hone— 


Their garden filled with fruits,and herbs, and flowers. 


And in the winter there was no fireside 

Se cheerful as theirown. But other days 
And other jurtanes came—an evil power. 
They bore against it cheerfully,.and hoped 
For better times, but ruin came at last : 
And the soldier leit his own dear home, 
Bust left it for a prison ; ‘twas in June, 

x of Jane’s brightest days—the bee, the bird, 
1e biftterlly,were on their lig! itest wings ; 
The frattghad their first tinge of summer ‘light ; 

‘ buy sky, the very leaves seemed glad 5 
old man looked back upon his cottage 
And wept aloud :—they harried him away, 
And the dear child thet would not leave 
They led him irom the sight of the blue h 
And the green trees, intoa low, dark cell, 
The windows shutting ont the blessed sun 
With iron grating ; and for the first time 
He threw him on his bed, and could not hear 

His Isabel's good night. But the next morn 

She was the earlicst at the prison gate, 

The last onwhicn it closed, and her sweet voice 
And sweeter smile made him forget to pine. 

She brought him every morning fresh wild flowers, 
But every morning couid he see her check 

Grow paler and more pale, and her low tunes 

Get fainter aud more faint, and a cold dew 

Was on the hand he hek 4H ne day he caw 

Tie sunshine through the Bing of his cell 

Yet Isabel came not : at every sound 

His heart-beat took away his breath, yet still 

She came not near him. For but one sad day 

He marked the dul] street through the iron bars 
That shut him from the — ; ut length he saw 
A coffin carried carelessly along, 

And he was de a oat A force ved the bars ; 

And he stoud in the street free and alone. 

He had no aim, no wish for iberty— 

He only felt one want, to see the corpse 

That had no mourners; when they set it down, 

Or ere “twas lowered into the new-duz grave, 

A rush of passion came upon his soul, 


his side, 
eayen 


And he tore off the lid, and saw the face 

| Of Isabel, and knew he had no child ! 

| He lay down by the coffin quietly — 

His heart wasbrokent , , , , , 
L & 

From the Sandusky Clarion. 


WHO IS MY NEIGHBOUR? 


hbour ? Itis he whom thou 

wer to aid and bless— 

Whose aching heart, or burning brow 
Thy soothing hand may press, 


> 


Thy neighbour? ’Tis the fainting poor, 
Whose eye with wantis dim, 

Whom hunger sends trom door to door— 
Go thou, and succoar him, 

Thy neighbour? °Tis that weary man 
W hose years are at their brim, 

Bent !ow with sickness, ceres und pain ; 
Go thou, and comfort him. 

Thy neighbour? °Tis the heart bereft 
Of every earthly zg: 

W idow and orphan. belpless left ; 
Go thou, and shelter u 


n— 


hem. 

Thy neighbour ? Yonder toiling slave, 
Fetter’d in thought and limb, 

Whose hopes are all beyond the 
Go thou, and ransom him, 





grave ; 


When’er thou meet’st a human form 
Less favour’d than thine own, 

Remember ’tis thy neighbour worm, 
Thy brother, or thy son, 

Oh ! pass not, pass not heedless by ; 
Perhaps thou can’st redeem 
The breaking heart from misery, 
Go, share thy lot wiih him. 








We recommend a perusal of the above to those per- 
sons who give of their abundance to those charitable 
societies of the present day, where their noble deeds 
are trumpeted forih to the world, while their poor 
neizhbours, instead of receiving from them «a morsel 
| torelieve their hanger, often times suffer through 
| theirextortion. We need not go far from our door to 

find one who gives hundreds of dollars annually for 
goes under the name of charitable 
and a preached gospel, 
from the 
nim jor 


| 
| 
| 


the support of what 
societies for religious purposes, 
who atthe same time wiil turn face 
wants of the unfortunate cripple who call 
and leave him to be supplied by those oi 
his less fortunate citi whom he would disdain to 
**set with the dogs of his flock.”? These things we 
can atlest to.—Baplist Herald. 
THE ORPHAN. 
My mother’s smile, so sweetly mild, 
No longer meet my tearful gaze ; 
For blessings on his only ehild, 
No more my futher prays. 
Father of all, thy spirit shed, 
In mercy, o’er my troubled soul ; 
Vouchsate to guard my orphan head ; 


his 
ou 
assistance, 
Zens 





My erring thoughts control, 
! teach me fortune, friends, and home, 
Without a murmur to resign ; 
Be thou my guide where’er I roam, 
And make me wholly thine. 


Ob 
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